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During my time in politics I
have sometimes found it
necessary to take a stand on
mainstream "community"
issues which have been sub-
jected to extreme pressure
from minority groups. These
groups, in my opinion, have
used the "politically correct"
environment fostered by
weak-kneed, left-wing sym-
pathetic politicians to under-
mine the values of our tradi-
tional democratic and
Christian lifestyle.
The most recent being

moves to change the defini-
tion of marriage to 
accommodate same sex cou-
ples who are demanding the
right to marry. I see this
issue as being different to,

as an example, same sex
couples seeking access to
proper t y, which in many
instances are or could be
legitimate.
Preserving and protecting

what is accepted as the
mainstream community's
value of the marriage and
union of male and female
goes to the very heart of the
traditional family unit that
has been the core of our
Christian society.
Marriage is a bedrock insti-

tution which has endured for
thousands of years across
many cultures and religions
and it needs to be protected.
There is growing evidence

to suggest that the current
common law definition of
marriage, being "the union of
a man and a woman to the
exclusion of all others, vol-
untarily entered into for life",
is under threat.
That is precisely why I and

30 of my parliamentary col-
leagues recently wrote to
the Prime Minister seeking
his suppor t to codify in 
legislation the current 
common law definition.
We have asked the Prime

Minister to remove the grow-
ing doubt about the future of
marriage as a fundamental
institution in society and
avoid any threat to its defini-
tion.  We have strongly rec-
ommended amendments be
made to the Marriage Act
and any other relevant legis-
lation to achieve this.
I am also concerned that

the Australian Democrats
and the Greens have already
moved and voted for an
amendment to the Marriage
Act which will allow the
marriage between two men
or two women.
So far the ALP has not 

supported this amendment
but this could change, 
especially given the ALP's
recent support of a motion in
the Senate calling for full
recognition of same sex 
couples in Federal law.
Traditional mainstream

marriage is an enduring
social institution which 
benefits the family  mem-
bers, it provides for stability
in society and more specifi-
cally it benefits children by
ensuring their welfare is
maximised.

Alby has received some great entries in his eye patch
competition but hasn’t yet decided on a winner. For a
chance to win a bottle of wine signed by the Prime
Minister, send Alby a creative but practical eye patch.

INSIDE 
this issue ...

Alby was thrilled to host the
Prime Minister of Australia,
John Howard, in the Hume
electorate recently.
The Prime Minister visited

the Southern Highlands on
June 11 to enjoy lunch at
Bowral’s Centennial Winery
and officially open the new
Wollondilly Anglican
College at Tahmoor.
“Let me just say, the

Prime Minister was most
impressed by the support
he received at both
events,” he said.
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Australian Law Online
www.law.gov.au
Australian Law Online provides access to clear,
understandable, user-friendly information about the
Australian legal system. It also allows you to access
current legislation.

Area Consultative Committees
www.acc.gov.au
Area Consultative Committees provide an important
link between the Federal Government and
Australians and work to identify funding opportuni-
ties, priorities and development strategies for their
local regions.

tel:info
www.telinfo.gov.au
This site provides information about telecommuni-
cations services. Its objective is to keep rural
Australia informed about telecommunications ser-
vices, consumer rights, Government programs and
initiatives and industry development.

New Industries Development Program
Grants of up to $100,000 are available to assist in taking an
agribusiness product, technology or service through the 
formation of chain relationships, pilot trials and development
of business strategies and projects to a state of readiness for
full-scale commercial investment.

Local Answers
Local Answers gives communities the power to develop their
own solutions to local problems and helps them help 
themselves. It provides funding for small-scale projects 
developed by local communities in response to local issues.

Threatened Species Network
Managed by the Threatened Species Network, this program
encourages communities to take long-term responsibility for
the ongoing health of our natural environment, specifically
targeting the needs of species and ecological communities
recognised as threatened by the Australian Government.

Veteran and Community Grants
These grants aim to maintain and improve the independence
and quality of life of members of the veteran community by
providing financial assistance for activities, services and 
projects that sustain and/or enhance their wellbeing.

For more information go to www.grantslink.gov.au

Latest
grants

A group of Year 10 students from Oxley
College visited the Australian War Memorial
in March, during which Alby was asked to join
them for a wreath laying ceremony.

Alby visited Hill Top 
(pictured) and Colo Vale
Public Schools in March to
unveil new work valued at
more than $8M.

Health Minister
Tony Abbott was
in Goulburn last
month as part of
Pollie Pedal
2004, which in
Goulburn alone
raised more than
$1000 for the
Millennium
Foundation. He is
pictured with
Goulburn 
resident Darrell
Spence, who was
on the ride, as
well as Darrell’s
parents Mr and
Mrs Spence.
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$732,000 for roads
Approval was earlier this year
announced under the National Black
Spot Program for four projects within
the electorate of Hume, with a total 
estimated cost of $732,000.
The funding was for work on
Murrumbateman Road, Burragorang
Road, Picton Road, Werombi Road
and Brown Hill Road.

$8.4M for soil and water
The Lachlan Catchment Management
Authority will be able to improve soil
and water quality in the Lachlan
catchment during 2003-04 with fund-
ing totalling more than $8.4 million
from the Natural Heritage Trust and
the National Action Plan for Salinity
and Water Quality.

$155,000 to support
environment projects
Groups and individuals in Young,
Harden, Boorowa, Yass and
Crookwell were last month allocated

a total of more than $155,000 from
the Australian Government
Envirofund. Their projects include
fencing off of sensitive areas, 
regeneration of native vegetation and
tree planting.

$230,000 for the elderly
Home and Community Care in NSW
received a boost in February with
Minister for Ageing Julie Bishop
announcing $9.8 million in funding
for NSW HACC projects. A total of
eight existing projects in the Hume
electorate were
allocated $230,896 in additional
funding. They were Interchange
Wingecarribee Inc, Wingecarribee
Adult Day Care Centres Inc and
Greater Argyle Council.

$4000 for Boorowa RSL
Access to the Boorowa War
Memorial will be improved with a
grant from the Saluting Their Service
program. The funding was announced
during March.

$92,000 for small business
The Australian Capital Region
Development Council will be able to
run a marketing skills development
program for small businesses with its
grant under the Small Business
Enterprise Cultural Program.

$32,000 for volunteers
Seventeen volunteer groups across
the electorate were last month 
allocated grants ranging from $90 to
$4400 to purchase small equipment
such as computers, cameras and 
furniture.

$1.9M for local catchment
The Hawkesbury-Nepean Catchment
Management Authority will be able to
map biodiversity, introduce a weed
control strategy and control pest 
animals in the region with $1.9 
million from the Natural Heritage
Trust announced during April. The
funding will also allow for the employ-
ment of several community support
officers, including one in Goulburn.
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Recent funding announcements

$245,000 TO CONSERVE 
OUR CULTURAL HERITAGE
The communities of Berrima, Joadja, Harden and
Gunning will be able to restore and conserve important
local buildings with support from the Government's
Cultural Heritage Grants program. Nationwide almost
$3.5 million has been allocated this year.
■ The Anglican Church Property Trust in Berrima will
conserve and maintain Holy Trinity Anglican Church
with a grant of $85,850.
■ Berrima Courthouse Trust will be able to repair the
old Berrima Courthouse with a grant of $25,000.
■ The Joadja Whiskey Co. aims to protect and
conserve a series of D-shaped retorts from the old
mining town with a grant of $20,000.
■ JK Leneham of Harden will be able to conserve the
old shearing shed at Beggan Beggan with the help of
$75,000.
■ Upper Lachlan Council has been allocated almost
$40,000 to restore Gunning Courthouse.

Celebrating a milestone?
My office can arrange for congratulatory messages to be

sent  to couples celebrating their 50th, 60th and subsequent 
wedding anniversaries and also to people celebrating their

90th or 100th birthdays. 
To find out more, simply contact my office or visit

www.albyschultz.com.au

Wedding anniversaries
Albert & Joan Burton of Towrang - 50 years
Rex & Dulcie Percival of Boorowa - 50 years
Clarence & Violet De Britt of Young - 50 years
Geoffrey & Joy Gardiner of Werombi - 50 years
Cecil & Audrey Close of Young - 70 years

Birthdays
Elsie Troy of Young - 90 years
Janet Elizabeth Limn of Yass - 90 years 
Ted Cross of Goulburn - 90 years
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Make sure you join
the safety net

ALLAN ‘JOCK’ RUDD
Goulburn

Pass down the halls of Goulburn
Base Hospital on a Sunday
morning and you’re likely to run
into one of the nicest blokes you
will ever meet.
Jock Rudd, a retired butcher, is

a much-loved identity in Goulburn
who spends his spare time bright-
ening the lives of the sick and
the elderly.
He visits the local hospitals reg-

ularly to have a chat and spread
some good cheer amongst those
less fortunate than himself.
“Jocky Rudd is such a good

bloke, everybody loves him,”
Alby said.
“The contribution he has made

to the Goulburn community is
immeasurable.
“‘I hope you get a good report!’

he says to the oldies as he strolls
on out the door, knowing that
he’s done his bit for the day.”
Not only is Jock well known

about town for his compassion
and care for the sick and elderly,
he’s also known as a bit of
sports historian.
He’s passionate about rugby

league, knows a thing or two
about boxing and can tell you
anything you want to know about
Goulburn’s sporting past.
Over the years Jock and his wife

Phyllis, who runs a local fashion
store, have earned the love and
respect of the Goulburn 
community.
Although but a small token, the

community a few years back
named Jock Rudd Citizen of the
Year. 
“Well done and congratulations

Jocky. You deserve it,” Alby said.

The Hume electorate
was chosen by the
Department of Health
and Ageing recently to
launch a national aware-
ness campaign for the
MedicarePlus safety
net.
While Medicare has

always given you free
treatment as a public
patient in a public hos-
pital, it doesn't always
cover the full amount of
costs incurred outside
hospital.

The new safety net
means that once your
out-of-pocket expenses
for visits to the doctor
or tests reaches the
relevant threshold,
Medicare will give you
back an additional 80
per cent on top of your
normal rebate.
For those who have

a Commonwealth 
Concession Card or are
receiving Family Tax
Benefit Par t A, the
safety net is $300 a
year, while for others
the amount is $700.
All families and cou-

ples must complete a
safety net registration
form so their expenses
can be calculated.
Single people are auto-

matically registered and
don’t need to do
anything.
Examples of services

where costs count
towards the safety net
are GP and specialist
consultations, ultra-
sounds, blood tests,
CT scans, x-rays and
pap smears.  

Health Minister Tony Abbott took the opportunity to sign his family up
for the Medicare safety net during a visit to Goulburn recently.
He is pictured doing the paperwork with Goulburn Medicare branch
manager Sharon Greenough.

Did you know ... tobacco

To register your family for the safety net:
■ visit your local Medicare office
■ request a form from Alby’s office, or
■ call 1800 011 163 .

When you inhale cigarette smoke thousands of chemicals get into your
bloodstream and can travel throughout your body. These chemicals
cause damage to the macula (the most sensitive part of the retina, at
the back of your eye). Tiny blood vessels can burst through the macula,
leading to irreversible damage, or alternatively, the cells of the macula
slowly die. Both ultimately lead to loss of vision.

At this stage, there is no research to confirm at what point the damage
occurs, however it is known that the process of macular degeneration is
the result of progressive damage over many years. The condition is not
usually detected until people are in their 50s or older.

Your risk of macular degeneration will be reduced if you quit smoking,
however existing damage to the eyes can’t be repaired, particularly once
vision is affected.

Hume
heroes
Saluting our quiet achievers


