








New Bonuses for

Pensioners

The recently announced increases in
benefits and bonuses for pensioners
will certainly benefit the vast majority
of pensioners in the community and |
welcomed the government’s $10.4 billion
incentive package for age pensioners,
working families and self-funded retirees.

It is good to see the Rudd Government building on the work
already done by the Coalition Government. In 1997 the Howard
Government linked the Age Pension to growing incomes (25%
of Male Total Average Weekly Earnings), rather than cost of
living increases (CPI). The Howard Government also increased
pensions at two per cent a year above the rate of inflation; and
introduced the Utilities Allowance to assist pensioners with the
cost of utilities bills such as gas and electricity.

The Rudd package, whilst providing a $1,400 lump sum
payment to single pensioners and a $2,100 lump sum to
pensioner couples, also applies to all categories of pensioners
and carers.

However, it must be remembered that this is a one off pension
bonus and does not include an increase in the base pension
rate. The opposition has been pushing for a $30 increase of
the base pension rate but to no avail.

It has also come to my attention that it would appear that
once again many rural people have, sadly, missed out. Although
the one-off payment is available to selffunded retirees, those
self-funded retirees must first qualify for the Commonwealth
seniors health card or concession card. The majority of retired
rural families do not qualify for either an age pension or a
concession card, and therefore they are not eligible to receive
the one-off payment.

The reasons for this being either; their landholdings are such
that they fail the income and asset test and do not qualify for
the pension; or because of the need to subdivide and sell off
the family farm to invest enough cash to receive an income
stream on which to live, they again fail the income and asset
test and subsequently do not qualify for either a pension or the
Commonwealth seniors health or concession card.

| have requested the Rudd Government to consider that,
whilst these rural families are the beneficiaries of exceptional
circumstances funding packages, they should be made eligible
for the one-off payments. These rural retirees, for the reasons |
have outlined, are unable to have access to the Rudd incentive
package, let alone any other social security benefits.

Using em@il?

More people are contacting me via email these days.
Unfortunately, | also receive lots of spam, or junk mail.

To make sure your message reaches me | would ask that
you include the words ‘Constituent Enquiry’ in the subject
line, as well as your street address in the body of the
message, so | can provide you with a detailed response.

My email address is: alby.schultz.mp@aph.gov.au

John & Judy Anderson of Bowral - 50 years
Leslie and Stephanie Burgess of Canyonleigh - 50 years
Robert & Nancy Davenport of Bowral - 50 years
Roy & Jan Harding of Bowral - 50 years
Phillip & Elaine Hearn of Bowral - 50 years
Kenneth & Margaret McKay of Bowral - 50 years
Barry & Pamela Parsons of Burradoo - 50 years
Bill & Rita Sutherland of Wallendbeen - 50 years
Denis & Jean Tobler of Robertson - 50 years
Ron & Val Weedon of Tahmoor - 50 years
Ronald & Margaret Taylor of Windellama - 50 years
Alan & Shirley Mulquiney of Goulburn - 50 years
Athol & Janet Hendrie of Bowral - 50 years
Bruce & Julienne Belford of Crookwell - 50 years
Reginald & Sylvia Bush of Berrima - 50 years
Don & Betty Campbell of Crookwell - 50 years
Mr & Mrs Patrick Graeber of Goulburn - 50 years
Clive & Teenie Turner of Goulburn - 50 years
Janusz & Anna Zeranski of Moss Vale - 50 years
Terence & Jeanette Coffey of Bowral - 50 years
Gordon & Maree Griffiths of Tahmoor - 50 years
Warwick & Eleanor Harrison of Burradoo - 50 years
Mr Norm & Mrs Narelle Dickson of Bowral- 50 years
Wal & Roma Friend of Goulburn - 55 years
John & Patricia Russell of Goulburn - 55 years
Jack & Mavis Benson of Young - 60 years
Tom & Ruth Glover of Binalong - 60 years
Gregory & Geraldine Heffernan of Mittagong - 60 years
Mr Bruce & Mrs Winifred McCauley of Bargo - 60 years
Mr & Mrs Leonard Pope of Bowral - 60 years
Max & Mary Welsh of Goulburn - 60 years
Ken & Ivy Anderson of Goulburn - 60 years
Gordon & Bette Booker of Young - 60 years
Maurice & Leone Eastlake of Young - 60 years
Bill & Elsie Neddrie of Young - 60 years
Noel & Elsie Shepherd of Marulan - 60 years
Arthur & Hilda Beasley of Bowral - 70 years
Henry & Doris (Doll) Kellond of Goulburn - 70 years

Bonthdays

Lorna Margaret Creagan of Goulburn - 80 years
Mr Brion Bradshaw of Childowla - 80 years
Mrs Ruth Glover of Binalong - 80 years
Claude Bush of Goulburn — 90 years
Mrs Edna Storrier of Crookwell — 90 years
Mrs Nellie Apps of Harden — 90 years
Mrs Biddy Bradd of Young — 90 years
Mr Roy Davies of Moss Vale — 90 years
Mrs Verle Didlick of Goulburn — 90 years
Mr Len Dowling of Murringo — 90 years
Mrs Annie Evans of Crookwell — 90 years
Harley Thompson of Young — 90 years
Isobel Crowe of Berrima — 95 years
Mrs Queenie Worner — 99 years
Mrs Elsie Bourne of Young — 100 years
Leah Horne of Willow Vale — 100 years
Mrs Hedwig Lindemann of Bowral — 100 years
Mrs Clarice Hallam of Yass — 100 years
Mr Frederick Walker of Yass — 100 years

Celebrating a milestone?
I can arrange for congratulatory messages to be sent to
couples celebrating their 50th and subsequent wedding

anniversaries and also to people who are celebrating their
90th or subsequent birthdays. To find out more, simply call
1300 301 826 or visit www.albyschultz.com.au
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