


For the Hume Heroes of 2009 I must 
acknowledge the selfless dedication of 
those volunteers, fire fighters, ambulance 
and police force members who travelled to 
Victoria to fight the catastrophic bushfires 
and to assist survivors and support 
crews.

In February 2009 ferocious bushfires 
swept across Victoria, devastating 78 
communities and 400, 000 hectares of 
land. As of the beginning of March, 210 
people had lost their lives. A total of 2029 
homes were destroyed along with 61 
businesses, 5 schools and kindergartens, 
3 sporting clubs and numerous other 
buildings. 

The statistics resemble those of a war 
zone and that is indeed what the devastated 

areas were left looking like. It is a sickening 
reality that the village of Strathewen with a 
population of 200 people, lost 43 residents 
in the bushfires.  That is almost a quarter 
of the entire community!

There is a stinging similarity in the 
weather forecast for Black Saturday to 
those given on several occasions over 
the last sixty or so years. The bushfires 
of 1939, the 1965 ‘Chatsbury’ and 
‘Bungonia’ fires that ravaged villages north 
of Goulburn, the Ash Wednesday fires of 
1983, the Sydney bushfires and the 2003 
Canberra firestorm all come to mind, just 
to mention a few. 

All of these devastating fires which claimed 
lives and destroyed infrastructure, were 
followed by inquiries and recommendations 

which in the majority have been ignored by 
successive governments.

In the aftermath of Australia’s worst ever 
bushfire, a Royal Commission is now being 
established to investigate the causes of 
this fire event.  My worst fear is that the 
finding will again not be acted on leaving 
our nation exposed to another catastrophic 
firestorm and further loss of life.

My sincere thanks go to all NSW Fire 
Brigades, Rural Fire Service, Volunteer 
Fire Service, NSW Ambulance Service, 
NSW Police Force, Australian Red Cross 
and Salvation Army personal. Thanks 
also to those selfless farmers who, whilst 
struggling themselves, donated fodder 
and equipment; to the transport operators 
who donated vehicles, drivers and time to 
transport the donated livestock support; 
and to individuals in the community who 
volunteered as caring Australians to the 
call for help from those affected by this 
incomprehensible disaster. 

If you would like to become a volunteer 
and support our communities in times of 
need, or are contemplating your career 
path, please consider contacting one of 
the agencies listed below.

Picture: Alby viewing the aftermath of the Canberra Fires

Hume Heroes

Murrumburrah Public 
School participates 
in a global community 
of schools using the 
latest online web tools 
and videoconferencing 
techniques.  One of 
the schools they link 

to is the US Jefferson123 Elementary School which has been 
studying government and wanted to compare their system of 
government to our system. 

Consequently, Murrumburrah Public School invited me to talk 
to Jefferson Elementary about our government via the internet 
using a Skype Videoconferencing system.  

The videoconference was recorded in the residence of Ms 
Anne Maree Moore, Project Manager, Collaborative Technologies, 
Macquarie ICT Innovations Centre and replayed to the whole of 
the Murrumburrah Public School.

This was all definitely a learning curve for me and a wonderful 
experience for both the Australian and U.S.students.  The event 
was coordinated by Anne-Maree Moore, in conjunction with the 
Murrumburrah Public School Principal – Mr Lorne Smith and 
Assistant Principals – Mrs Zita McLeod and Mrs Judy McFadyen.

Photos contributed by Ms Anne-Maree Moore.

Murrumburrah Public School Link to the U.S.

u	 NSW Rural Fire Service  
Phone 1800 679 737 or  
Email volunteer@rfs.nsw.gov.au to volunteer.

u	 The Centre for Volunteering NSW  
www.volunteering.com.au  
Phone 02 9261 3600 or Email info@volunteering.com.au

u	 The St Vincent de Paul Society  
Phone 1800 621 349  
Providing material aid & other assistance through  
Vinnies Centres.

u	 Australian Red Cross Blood Service 
www.donateblood.com.au  
13 14 95 To Make an appointment

u	 NSW Fire Brigades  
Phone 02 9265 2999 or Email recruitment@fire.nsw.gov.au

u	 State Emergency Services  
www.ses.nsw.gov.au  
Phone 1800 201 000 to request an information pack  
or fill in a form online.

u	 NSW Police Recruitment  
www.police.nsw.gov.au/recruitment  
Phone 1800 222 122  
or request an application kit via the website.

u	 Ambulance Service of New South Wales  
www.ambulance.nsw.gov.au/employment/   
Phone 02 9320 7777  Email job@ambulance.nsw.gov.au

u	 WIRES  
www.wires.org.au  
Phone 1300 094 737 (WIRES) NSW Wildlife Information, 
Rescue and Education Service Incorporated. 



GUNNING PUBLIC SCHOOL celebrated a 
$100,000 grant to the school via the Investing 
in Our Schools Program and 150 years of 
Education in Gunning on the 15th November 
2008. Attending the celebrations were almost 
400 people including past students, teachers 
and principals, and the current school community 
including the schools' 58 students.  Catering for 
the occasion was undertaken by the dedicated 
Gunning P&C and school staff who all worked 
hard to ensure a great day was had by all.  

As part of the celebrations I officially 
acknowledged the $100,000  IOS grant which 
was used to upgrade the electrical system for air-
conditioning and for the purchase of water tanks 
for irrigation and drinking water.

I also had the honour of hosting a delegation 
from the National Assembly of Afghanistan to the 
Gunning 150 year celebrations.  The members 
came to view Australian Education as a guide to 

rebuilding their schools devastated by decades 
of conflict in their country.  The Gunning children 
were delighted to receive soft toys from the 
Afghani visitors. These toys had been gathered 
by my wife Gloria, who has worked hard to bring a 
smile to the faces of many people in the district 
with her efforts in drought relief. 

Experienced hands working for Hume

Alby hams it up with Hill Top Clinic staff  
receiving instructions on how to use a  
defibrillator. Left to right: Dr Clive 
Cawthorne, Sid Jeffery, Nadine Adams, 
Jenny Ovington (in front of Nadine), Jodie 
Keeley (Hilltop Pharmacy), Dr Christine 
Henry-Watt, and Julie Norman.

 

BINALONG PUBLIC SCHOOL received Investing in Our 
Schools Program Funding of $45,029 for the installation of 
new water tanks, a new watering system and an upgrade of 
student toilets.  Alby officially opened the new facilities with 
a ceremonial water baptism and took the opportunity to 
present a book to the school. Photo courtesy of Principal.

FRIENDS OF HILL TOP WAR MEMORIALS 
INC. received funding of $4,245 for the purchase 
of a defibrillator for the Hill Top area. The funding 
was significant enough to not only purchase 
a Defibrillator for the Hill Top Community, but 
allowed them to also purchase several valuable 
accessories.

At this stage a total of 12 people in the Hill Top 
community will be trained to use the defibrillator. 
The trainees include staff from the Hill Top surgery, 
the local postmistress, three people at the local 
pharmacy (including the pharmacist), a member 
of the local fire brigade and six other Hill Top 
residents (training for six is included in the price of 
the defibrillator).  

A dedicated wall safe with key pad entry will also 
be purchased and will be mounted externally so the 
defibrillator is available 24/7 to the community via 
the trained members.

JUGIONG PUBLIC SCHOOL kindly 
invited me to join them in celebrating 
125 years of education in their 
community in November 2008.  I took 
the opportunity to mark the celebration 
by presenting the school with a new 
book for their library. 

Over 300 people attended the day 
including past and present students, 
teachers and principals and families 
connected to the school.  The 
celebration was held in the school 
grounds with the official cutting of a 
huge celebratory cake and a morning 
tea with refreshments provided by the 
hard working P&C ladies. 

The place to go to find links and contact details for federal and state government 
programs offering funding for individuals, businesses, and community groups.  WWW.GRANTSLINK.GOV.AU

The Afghani delegation took the opportunity  
to visit some farming properties in the area.
Photo by Ms Fiona Way - House of Representatives 
Parliamentary Relations Office.

An Afghani Member 
of Parliament with 
Gunning Public School 
Year 3 student Jackson 
Ramunni.

Then Relieving Principal Jenny 
Weston and students Nicole 
Fairley and Katia Manton gladly 
accepted the Banjo Patterson 
book presented by Alby.  Picture 
courtesy Cootamundra Herald.



Celebrating a milestone?
I can arrange for congratulatory messages to be sent to 
couples celebrating their 50th and subsequent wedding 

anniversaries and also to people who are celebrating their 
90th or subsequent birthdays. To find out more, simply call 

1300 301 826 or visit www.albyschultz.com.au

Wedding anniversaries
Mr George & Mrs Patricia Prehana of Tahmoor – 50 years

Mr Peter & Mrs Beryl Oates of Mittagong – 50 years
Mr John & Mrs Gweneth Macpherson of Mittagong – 50 years

Mr Alan & Mrs Beverley Worner of Mittagong – 50 years
Mr Geoff & Mrs Joyce Baker of Bowning – 50 years

Mr John & Mrs Valerie Bembridge of Goulburn – 50 years
Mr & Mrs Bob & Pam Bishop of Bundanoon – 50 years

Mr Hilary & Mrs Valda Charnock of Hillgrove via Gunning – 50 years
Mr Ellis & Mrs Norma Collins of Crookwell – 50 years

Cecil and Edith Isaac of Goulburn – 50 years
Mr John & Mrs Helen James of Goulburn – 50 years

Mr Bryan & Mrs Dorothy Kennedy of Crookwell – 50 years
Mr Terry & Mrs Lorraine Legge of Yass – 50 years

Alland & Irene McKenzie of Taralga – 50 years
Mr Ronald & Mrs Jeanette Schofield of Colo Vale – 50 years
Mr Barry & Mrs Margaret Thompson of Goulburn – 50 years

Mr Kevin & Mrs Nancy Tomlinson of Young – 50 years
Mr Ian & Mrs Kay Walmsley of Gunning – 50 years
Mr Tom & Mrs Elva Eaglen of Bowral – 55 years
Harry and Mary Renton of Goulburn – 59 years

Mr Elmar & Mrs Asta Saarepere of Thirlmere – 60 years
Mr Karl & Mrs Inge Kröger of Moss Vale – 60 years
Mr Leslie & Mrs Betty Turner of Bargo – 60 years

Mr Charles & Mrs Rose Tidyman of Bargo – 60 years
Mr Percy & Mrs Joyce Symons of Bargo – 60 years

Mr Clifford & Mrs Margery Brown of Berrima – 60 years
Mr John & Mrs Joyce Milledge of Bowral – 60 years

Mr Keith & Mrs Betty Waters of Biala, Via Gunning – 60 years
Mr Edward & Mrs Dorothy Coogan of Goulburn – 60 years

Mr Malcolm & Mrs Neerida Bulluss of Mittagong – 60 years
Mr Derek & Mr Norma Jackson of Bowral – 60 years

Mr Harold & Mrs Lexie Woodbridge of Boorowa – 60 years
Mr John and Mrs Joyce Powell of Bundanoon – 60 years

Mr George & Mrs Eva Walker of Young – 65 years
Mr Harry & Mrs Edna Gurnett of Tahmoor – 65 years

Esma Craig of Goulburn – 80 years
Mrs Audrey Whatman of Kangaloon – 90 years

Mrs Adeline Cafe of Tahmoor – 90 years
Mr Jack Phelps of Goulburn – 90 years
Mr Michael Sedwick of Yass – 90 years
Mrs Ivy Challinor of Bowral – 90 years

Mrs Barbara Lawrence of Murrumburrah – 90 years
Mrs Nancy Foord of Goulburn – 90 years

Mrs Shirley Beaumont of Mittagong – 90 years
Mr Donald Hogan of Moss Vale – 90 years

Mr Ron Piper of Harden – 90 years
Mr David Jones of Goulburn – 90 years

Mrs Doris Charlton of Goulburn – 97 years
Mrs Florence Bruel of Bowral – 100 years

Mrs Ethel Drysdale of Goulburn – 102 years
Sister Madeleine Lawrence of Young – 106 years

Birthdays

Authorised by Alby Schultz, 33 Ottiwell Street Goulburn NSW 2580	 Printed by Cabra Print Pty Ltd, Level 1 271 Bong Bong Street Bowral NSW 2576

Funding Boost for Local 
Sporting Champions 
Congratulations to the First Quarter Successful 
Applicants of the Local Sporting Champions Program

The first quarter application process for 2009 has been completed 
and the Hume Selection Committee has selected 4 individuals to 
receive an individual grant.  

The recipients are;

	
Ariadne Sgouros of Mittagong who represented the Illawarra 
Academy of Sport playing Hockey at the NSW Academy 
Games in Armidale in April 2009. 

	
Michael Ledwidge of Bargo who represented Wollondilly 
Anglican College in athletics at the 2008 Pacific School 
Games in Canberra.

	
Justin Wanczura of Bundanoon who represented Picton 
Swimming Club at the NSW State Age 13-18 years 
Championships in January 2009.

	
Megan Walsh of Boorowa who represented NSW in Lawn 
Bowls at the NSW Under 18 V Western Australia V South 
Australia competition in Perth, WA in January 2009.

The Local Sporting Champions program is an Australian Government 
initiative designed to provide financial assistance to Junior 
sportsmen and women towards the cost of travel, accommodation, 
uniforms or equipment when competing at an official Australian 
Sports Association recognised National Sporting Organisation 
(NSO) endorsed state or national sporting competition. 

Grants of $500 for eligible individuals and $3000 for eligible teams 
are available to successful applicants.  

To see if you are eligible or get an application form contact;

Australian Sports Commission  
Phone: (02) 6214 1111  
Email juniorsport@ausport.gov.au   
Website www.ausport.gov.au/participating/schools_and_
juniors/juniors/get_involved/local_sporting_cham 


